The incidence and distribution of cupular deposits in the labyrinth.
Findings of large basophilic staining deposits on the cupula of the posterior semicircular canal ampulla have been used in part to explain the clinical phenomenon of benign positional vertigo (BPV). Although it is generally agreed that cupulolithiasis may involve other canal ampullae, the precise nature, distribution, and origin of these deposits remains unclear. In order to provide a better understanding of this finding, a series of 566 temporal bone specimens from the Ear Pathology Research Laboratory at the University of Toronto were reviewed. The results from this survey and speculations concerning the nature and formation of these deposits are discussed.